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Ladies and Gentlemen

Why am I here? After all I retired from the UKHO more than 12 months ago and looking around the room I am probably the only person not actively working at this time.

However, before my departure from the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office in late September 2018 and as a result of my decade of involvement with this programme, Director Iptes asked me if I would come along to this 10th Anniversary Alumni Seminar and say a few words, so here I am.

Many of you will know me as one of the members of the Selection Panel who chose you to participate in one of the ten courses I was responsible for, but some of you might not be aware that I too am a Nautical Cartographer by trade and took a very similar course to the one you have all successfully passed some 45 years ago although it wasn’t called the CAT B Nautical Cartography course back in my day, more like the UKHO’s Initial Training Course.
I spent the first half of my long career at the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office producing and maintaining nautical charts and publications so I feel I am intrinsically part of the worldwide profession of nautical cartographers and so eminently qualified to talk about the subject so dear to all our hearts.

The course which you have all attended was initially known as Japan’s Capacity Building Project and was the brainchild of Dr Hideo Nishida ex Chief Hydrographer of the Japan Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department and latterly an Executive Member of the Japan Hydrographic Association.  He wanted a project in conjunction with the Nippon Foundation to promote nautical cartography in the world’s developing hydrographic offices, and when Japan and the UK began a bilateral collaboration in the production of dual badged paper charts and ENC distribution in early 2006 the possibility of such a capacity building project became a reality (utilising the UKHO’s recently accredited CAT B nautical cartography training course), although it took a further three years for the plans to come to fruition.
The first course was planned for September to December 2009 and the IHO’s Circular Letter inviting participation drew the biggest response ever seen in Monaco – almost fifty nations responded for the six places on offer (that’s a one in eight chance by the way) and this level of response has never really diminished in the intervening ten years to below a one in four chance.  The course remains as popular as ever!!

For the first five years - 2009 to 2013 - the course was a three way collaboration between the Nippon Foundation, the International Hydrographic Bureau and Japan Hydrographic Association but in 2013 the UKHO’s CAT B nautical cartography course required re-certification against a revised S-8 standard so the Nippon Foundation and IHO took the opportunity to update the course content and amended the name to what is known today as the IHO-NF CHART Project and we all know what CHART stands for don’t we?
So in an era when the future of the paper chart is the subject of debate (a standing agenda item for the IHO’s Nautical Cartography Working Group) and the world transitions to digital navigation, what relevance does a course in nautical cartography still have?

Well in my opinion plenty, because the S-8 content has never been just about paper chart production.   As you all know the course covers hydrographic data types, hydrographic database management, data assessment, ENC production, ENC maintenance, Notice to Mariners preparation etc etc.

I also believe that the need for accurate digital navigational charts will be of even greater importance in the future as the world transitions to MASS (Marine Autonomous Surface Ships) supported by Artificial Intelligence and networks & systems.  A scary thought that our ENCs might be used by a machine with no human interaction in the future.
Our funding organisation the Nippon Foundation has recently embarked on one of the most prominent hydrographic projects the world has ever seen – the Seabed 2030 Project and in my opinion the IHO NF CHART Project is an essential element of this undertaking.  Why you might ask, and I say because without safe navigation products just one accident can undo all the good work of high resolution data collection in an instant.  Just to satisfy my curiosity I googled the most expensive accidents in history and sure enough google gave me a top ten, three of which were maritime accidents, and in reverse order the loss of the Titanic in 1912 cost 150 Million US$, in 1989 the Exxon Valdez oil spill cost 2.5 Billion US$ and more recently in 2002 the Prestige oil spill which cost an eye watering 12 Billion US$.  Now none of these accidents were the result of an inaccurate chart but I suggest this is an example of the importance of what we do and the likely cost of getting it wrong! 
So to finish I would like to thank the Nippon Foundation for inviting me to this Seminar.  The JHOD, JHA and IHO for having faith in me to assist in the delivery of this ground breaking project, and last but not least my employer the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office for trusting me with so many of their capacity building initiatives over the years.

Thank you, and I look forward to a highly productive and successful Seminar in the next three days.   
